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You are holding an award-winning student publication! Read more about it on page 3. Thank you for supporting student journalism. Please pass it on! 

Girls Hoopla 

Playoffs bound! Page 9.  

                                             Photo editing by Jalyn Lesher 

Courtney Gutai, Lacey Groover, and  
Bethany Barrett do not want a lot, but it’s 
a constant struggle. Learn their story in 
the first of a two-part interview, page 4.  

They’re 
still here 
Why some NL teachers 
chose this profession and 
why they are sticking 
around (for now) 

I am a teacher because I  
believe in the power of  
education. Education and 
knowledge are the one thing 
that cannot be 
taken away from 
a person. To   
anyone entering 
the profession, I would say 
strive for progress, not  
for perfection.  

Ms. Elizabeth Hannon 

Aw, rats 

The anti-pet pet. Page 7.  

Plutocracy 

Is the United States a true 
democracy? Page 7.  

The No. 2 Issue 

What’s the big deal? Page 3.  

Lightning Strikes 

Susan Gilsbach takes on the 
power of stage. Page 8.  

Paws to ref lect and breathe together 
‘Valentino’ visits NLHS students to offer the best kind of therapy 

See VALENTINO, page 14 

See TEACHERS, page 2 

Photo by Caitlin Kirk 

Bailey Smith, junior, and therapy dog, Valentino, spent 

some peaceful and playful time together recently.  
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Teachers, from page 1 

Teachers stick around for a reason; offer advice for new educators 

Mr. Long 

Mr. Sander 
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The Slate earns three  
State media awards  

Takin’ the bacon 

Aw, crap 
Nature calls and you can’t let it go to 
voicemail. Do we become too flushed  
to do what you gotta doo?  

Nick Frame, Jacob Smay, Seth Adams. That is all you need to know.  

NL’s Betances gets thread-start 
on homemade clothes designs 
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On 21st century Earth, being part of the LGBTQ+ community can be tough. It gets 

exceptionally harder in high school. Teens across the globe need their voices heard, 

need their struggles seen, and need their lives normalized. Many people are ignorant 

about the topic, and tend to make unnecessary and wrong assumptions about the peo-

ple in this tight-knit group. Members of their world want us to listen, and recognize 

that they are, in fact, just people. Northern Lehigh High School students  

Courtney Gutai, Lacey Groover, and Bethany Barrett volunteered  

to introduce themselves to the public in hopes at least one person  

can relate to their experiences. The first of a two-part series… 

 This is their story.  

See All They Want, page 5 
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LGBTQ+ students open up about struggles 
All They Want, from page 4 

No Parking, No Smoking, No Hating — NL 
students Lacey Groover, Courtney Gutai, 
and Bethany Barrett, who has moved to an-
other district since this interview was con-
ducted, just want to live their lives in peace. 
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Northern Lehigh High School 
1 Bulldog Lane 

Slatington, PA 18080 
theslatenews@nlsd.org 

The Slate, published six times a year, is the journalistic 
voice of Northern Lehigh High School. Support for a free 
press is provided by Northern Lehigh administration: Mr. 
Matthew Link (superintendent), Dr. Tania Stoker (assistant 
superintendent), Mr. John Rushefski (acting principal) and 
Mr. Michael Strohl (assistant principal).  

Keona Dyer, Maddy Mack, Caitlin Kirk,  
Haven Moore, Gabby Lonberger,  
Lacey Groover,  Patrick Conway 

Mrs. Kathy Nowlin 

Callum Zimmerman, Delaney Szwast,  
Abby Peartree, Ayden Scanlon, Bailey Smith, 

Savannah Hall, Emily Mack 

Mr. Christopher Barnes 

No Pictures!                                                By Keona Dyer 

“Can we take your photo for the yearbook?” “OMG, no! We hate our picture taken.” (Ten seconds later, they take 13 selfies, 22 Snapchats, and 66 TikToks).  

EDITORIAL 

Let. Them. Live.  
You can disagree in principle but stop being the reason their article had to be written 
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Hey! You don’t have to agree with us!  

Students, community members, anyone — let us know!   

Letters should not exceed 200 words and may be sent to: theslatenews@nlsd.org 

Block Scheduling? Not so fast... Block Scheduling? Maybe a middle ground 

By Patrick Conway 

How the U.S. has killed democracy 



theslatenews 

Page 8 March 2023 
        @theslatenews 

By Susan Gilsbach 

The anti-pet: Don’t count out the rat 

A performer’s perspective 
What theater and the stage mean to me 

Susan Gilsbach (far right) at a recent dress rehearsal 
along with Jackson Hunsicker and Ayden Scanlon. 
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Hoops, they did it again 

[Area schools] are em-
powering their female 
athletes to participate in 
a sport that is strongly 
male-dominated and 
seen as one not fit for 
them. 

————— 

Take down the gender stigmas 

Cadence Peters (in her senior year) tries to block the opponent’s offense. 

See Athletes, page 16 
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Seniors end sports seasons in style 

Faith Zelenty Aiyana Bosch 

Cadence Peters Jeweliana Andrews 

(Back) Jack Tosh, Bailey Smith, Chase Moffitt, Sam Frame, Landon Moll, (Middle) Noah Gosart, Ariel Kern (team manager), Cody Mazzocca, Austin 

Rex, Emil *or* Amir Mustafin…(no one’s really sure) and in front Lawson Hoffman.  
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The men who sacrificed all for our hometowns 
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Kiley Kennedy (David Bowie) and Victoria Halkias (Elton John). 
Lizzy Youst (Fiona Apple). 

Jalyn Lesher (David Bowie) 
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More than just rocks. Or are they?  
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A most welcomed visitor into our Dawg House 

Valentino, from page 1 

Photos by Caitlin Kirk 

(Left) Jessica Ballas, from the Alliance of Therapy Dogs, brought a big, furry friend for students to enjoy. 
(Above) Jameelah Gonzalez, Amber Oruska, Chloe Benner, and Kyndra Dougherty made Valentino feel 
as special as he did for them.  
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Extinction lists could 
keep climbing if 
measures aren’t taken 

A history of St.  
Patrick’s Day 

Amur leopards could be no more in the near 

future if protective measures are not taken. 

Head football coach Joe Tout, Nick Frame (along with his brother and fa-
ther) at the Mini Maxwell Scholar Athlete Banquet with other representa-
tives from Delaware, NJ, and PA.  

Frame reps at banquet 
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Athletes, from page 9 

It’s time to let the ladies wrestle 


